now in process of formation, it being understood that such a procedure is not attended with additional cost to the ratepayers, and does not interfere with the existing management and discipline of the institution."
In this article it was pointed out that the Poor Law or Workhouse Infirmaries of the Metropolis have together 12,170 beds, and that the hospitals together 9,173 beds, also, that the former are occupied chiefly by medical and the latter chiefly by surgical cases.
Notwithstanding the enormous amount of material that exists in the infirmaries, they are practically closed to the profession at large. There are no students to criticise the medical officers' methods of diagnosis and treatment, and keep them up to their work ; no clinical clerks and dressers to help them to investigate and treat the patients ; no consultants to advise in cases of difficulty. These The last subject treated was the disease of the vessels. A true calcification of the arteries produced the condition of so-called knotted cords ; although this condition was associated with old age, many old people never got calcification of their arteries (Humphry). The calcification might give rise to rupture of the vessel and apoplexy, and also to senile gangrene.
Another form of degeneration of vessels often occurred, namely, hypertrophic dilatation, and this condition might j?ive rise to aneurysms,'which were sometimes symmetrical. It was considered possible that this condition might be confined to certain limbs, such as the upper or the lower extremity. So also the tendency for dilatation of the veins and of thrombotic phlebitis was mentioned.
After On recovering from these the patient stated he had never had a fit before in his life. Shortly after this he left the infirmary, but on August 23rd of this year he returned, very short of breath and with a very rapid pulse ; he was admitted, but died within two hours. Shortly before death he made a considerable noise, and foamed at the mouth.
Post-mortem: There was a little fluid in the pleurae, the lungs showing much bronchitic and emphysematous changes. The heart weighed 20 ounces, and was very fatty, the righ*j side much dilated, the cardiac substance was half fat and half degenerated muscle, the valves and the aorta were healthy. The liver was also very fatty, and weighed 72 ounces. The brain was very pale, and although sections were examined microscopically, no structural changes were to be found. He was thus led to believe that the epileptiform fits were due to an ansemia of the brain substance, rather than to what is generally understood by epilepsy. Specimens, both macro and microscopical, were then shown, sections of the fatty organs being stained with osmic acid.
